California Child Car Seat Law (Vehicle Code Sections 27860-27365)

	Applies To:
	Requirements

	Children
	A car seat is required until a child is either 6 years old or weighs 60 pounds. (If a child is under the age of 6 but weighs over 60 pounds, then she/he does not need to be in a car seat. If a child is over 6 but weighs less that 60 pounds, she/he does not need to be in a car seat). 



	Parent or Driver
	The parent gets a ticket if she/he is in the car with a child that is not in a car seat. If the parent is not present, then the driver receives the ticket.



	Vehicles
	Car seats for young children are required in all vehicles except those designed for more than 10 people, emergency vehicles and motorcycles.



	Exemptions
	In an emergency, life-threatening situation, a safety belt may be used for a young child over 1 year old, if a car seat is not available. If the child weighs over 40 pounds and only lap belts are available, then a lap belt may be used



	Penalties
	For all children under the age of 16 not properly in car seat(s) and/or safety belts, the fine and penalty are $270 and one point on driving record. Fine and penalty for the second ticket is $675.



	Courts
	The courts may reduce or waive the fine for the first offense if the driver/parent shows economic hardship. If the fine is reduced or waived, the court must refer the driver/parent to an education program. The program must include inspection of the car seat and proof of attendance. The court may require attendance at an education program even if the full fine is paid.
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